See inside for solutions
to improve your home’s
energy performance &
save up to 20% on
heating & cooling costs by
sealing air leaks & insulating.
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Heating & cooling accounts for almost half of home
utility costs. Properly sealing air leaks & insulating
around your home can save up to 20% on heating &
cooling costs. A simple way to reduce energy costs is to
make sure your home “envelope” (outer shell) is sealed.
Sealing holes, cracks & gaps where air can pass in or out
of the envelope will make your home more energy
efficient & comfortable.

Common sources of air leaks:

Be sure to check all areas of your home, both
inside & out, especially in basements & attics
which are a common source of air leaks.
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* Windows & Doors (interior): To check for air leaks,
slowly move a lit incense stick around the edges of
all windows & doors in your home. If the smoke drifts
to the side, it indicates an air leak that needs to be
sealed. In addition to checking around the perimeter
of the windows & doors, ensure they are closing
tightly. To do this, place a piece of paper on your
window sill or under the door & then close the
window or door on the piece of paper. Once closed,
try to pull the piece of paper out. If it easily slides
out without folding or tearing, there is a big enough
air leak that you should install a new seal/
weatherstripping.

Windows & Doors (exterior): Check around all
windows & doors for gaps & cracks where the frame
meets the wall. Replace cracked or missing sealant
around frames with an exterior sealant.

come in as well. For other areas in the house, use the
incense or paper method described in the Windows &
Doors (interior) section.

1 Where Two Materials Join Together (exterior): If
your home has wooden or fiber cement siding, check
for gaps & cracks along the corner board (the vertical
board that covers where the ends of the siding meet)
on any corners of the home. Seal any gaps or cracks.

These are a few quick & easy ways to identify sources
of air leaks. Your home may have additional sources &
a professional energy auditor can perform a complete
evaluation.
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Air leaks are more easily felt in the winter, with a draft of
cold air leaking into the house.

If you have a fireplace or woodstove, make sure the
damper is tightly closed when not in use as this can be a
source of major air transfer.

Once all your sealing and insulating is complete, invest in

a programmable thermostat.
P
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Once you have identified the sources of air leaks, it’s time m 2. M 'Wr "m

to seal them up. Just follow the instructions outlined . i,

below for each project. o Sealing Around Pipes & Vents
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Sealing Around Win
Where Walls Meet F

® Remove old sealant & clean & dry the surface you will
be sealing to ensure it is free of all dirt, dust, grease, old
sealant & debris. (To remove old sealant use a caulk
removal product or tool, or a common utility knife.) Once
completely removed, wipe away any debris. Use a damp

cloth/sponge to wipe the joint surface with rubbing ' =0 fir leaking into the house . .
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specific directions on opening & cutting the nozzle. Sealants (for gaps 12” or less in width) Insulating Foam Sealants ® Clean the surface you will be sealing to ensure it is free of
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sealant skinning over. To correctly remove tape, lift Recommended products: DAP® 3.0™ Advanced Sealant, please read the product label carefully! Uncured polyurethane foams then clean the area with a damp cloth/sponge.
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